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1 


A 

BILL 

TO 

To amend the Law relating to the Borough Franchise in A.n. iss3. 
Ireland. 

B E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

5 1. This Act may be cited for all purposes as the Borough Short title of 

Franchise (Ireland) Act, 1883. Act * 

2. This Act shall extend to Ireland only, and shall not in any- Application 
wise affect the election of members to serve in Parliament for the of Act * 
borough of the University of Dublin. 

10 3. From and after the passing of this Act every male person of Occupation 

full age, and not subject to any legal incapacity, who on the first 
day of July in any year is, and during the whole of the preceding 
twelve calendar months lias been, an inhabitant occupier, as owner 
or tenant, of any dwelling-house, counting-house, warehouse, shop, 

16 or other building within any borough, shall be entitled to be 
registered as a voter, and, when registered, to vote for a member or 
members to serve in Parliament for such borough : Provided that on 
or before the first day of July in the same year all poor rates, not 
more than two years due, which became payable in respect of the 
20 said premises during bis actual occupation of same, and previously 
to the preceding first day of January have been paid. 

A person shall be entitled to be registered and to vote under the 
provisions of this section, notwithstanding that during a part of the 
said period of twelve calendar months, not exceeding four months 
25 in the whole, he shall, by letting or otherwise, have permitted the 
said premises to be occupied as a furnished house by some other 
person. 

The premises in respect of which any person shall be entitled as 
aforesaid in any year need not be the same premises, but may be 
30 different premises occupied in immediate succession by such person 
during the twelve calendar months next previous to the first day of 
[Bill 116.] A 2 
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A,D. 1883. July in such, year : Provided that on or before the first day of July 
in such year all poor rates, not more than two years due, which 
became payable by such person in respect of all such premises so 
occupied by him in succession previously to the preceding first day 
of January, and during his actual occupation of the same, have 5 
been paid. 

Nome of 4. Where in the case of any such premises as aforesaid the 
h?entSe?in immediate lessor or owner of same is primarily liable to pay the 
rate book. poor rates payable out of such premises, the name of the occupier 

shall, notwithstanding, be inserted in the rate booh, and the 10 
guardians of the poor, as the collector-general of rates, or any 
other person or persons mahing out any such poor rate, shall enter 
in the occupier’s column of the rate book the name of the occupier 
of any such premises, who shall thereupon, so far as regards 
qualification for any franchise conferred by this or any other Act, 15 
be deemed to be rated in respect of the same. If any clerk of union, 
collector-general, or other person negligently or wilfully and with- 
out reasonable cause omits the name of the occupier of any such 
premises from the rate book, or negligently or wilfully mis-states 
any name therein, such person shall for every such omission or 20 
mis-statement be liable to a penalty not exceeding two pounds, to be 
recovered by civil hill before the county court judge or recorder 
within whose jurisdiction such person resides, at the suit of the 
occupier of the premises in relation to which sucli omission or 
mis-statement shall have taken place : Provided that any occupier 25 
whose name shall be so omitted or mis-stated shall, notwithstanding 
such omission or mis-statement, and that no claim to be rated has 
been made by liim, be entitled to every qualification and franchise 
depending upon his occupation of any such premises in the same 
manner as if his name had not been so omitted or mis-stated. 30 

Notwithstanding anything contained in the sixty-third section of 
the Act of the twelfth and thirteenth years of the reign of Her 
present Majesty, chapter ninety-one, this section shall apply to any 
such premises as aforesaid, situate within the city of Dublin, what- 
ever the nature of the tenancy under which the occupier holds such 35 
premises. 


Owner or 5. Every immediate lessor or owner who is primarily liable to 
l^sort?' 8 P a . y the poor rates payable cut of any such premises as aforesaid, 

supply list of shall deliver to the poor-rate collector, or collector-general, as the 
occupiers. case ma y ^ f rom time to time when required by him, a list in 40 
writing containing the names of the occupier or occupiers of such 
premises j and if any such immediate lessor or owner wilfully or 
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negligently omits to deliver sucli list wlien required to do so, or A.D. 1883. 
wilfully or negligently omits therefrom or mis-states therein the 
name of any occupier, lie shall for every such omission or mis- 
statement ho liable to a penalty not exceeding two pounds , to be 
5 recovered by civil bill before the county court judge or recorder 
within whose jurisdiction he resides, at the suit of the occupier 
whose name has been so omitted or mis-stated. 

6. Where the immediate lessor or owner of any such premises as Occupier, 
aforesaid is primarily liable to pay the poor rates payable out of th ? u S h . ] not 
10 same, and omits or neglects to pay any such rate within four months liable, may 
after the making thereof, the occupier of said premises may, at any P a 7 rates « 
time after the expiration of such period of four months, pay so 
much of said rate as may be necessary to qualify him to be 
registered and to vote pursuant to the first section of this Act ; and 
15 every such occupier so paying such rate may deduct from the rent 
which he may then or next thereafter be liable to pay in respect of 
the said premises the whole of any rate so paid by lu'm j and if rent 
to the amount of such rate be not then or do not thereafter become 
due from such occupier he shall bo entitled to recover such pro- 
20 portion of the said rate as he has thus been unable to deduct from his 
rent from the said immediate lessor or owner by civil bill. Nothing 
contained in this section shall prejudice or affect any right or 
liability of any such occupier as aforesaid under any Act for the 
relief of the poor in Ireland. 

25 7. Where the immediate lessor or owner of any such premises Occupier to 

as aforesaid is primarily liable to pay the poor rates payable out of 
the same, and any poor rates due in respect of such premises on the nonpayment 
first day of January in any year remain unpaid on the first day of of ratea * 
May following, the guardians of the poor in boroughs other than 
30 in Dublin, and in Dublin tbe collector-general of rates, shall on or 
before the twentieth of the same month of May , unless such rate has 
previously been paid, give or cause to be given a notice in the form 
(Number 1) set forth in the schedule to this Act, or to the like effect, 
to the occupier of such premises. The notice shall be deemed to be 
35 duly given if delivered to the occupier or left at his last or usual 
place of abode, or with some person on the premises in respect of 
which the rate is payable. Any person wlio shall wilfully withhold 
such notice shall for each such case be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding two pounds , to be recovered by civil bill before the county 
40 court judge or recorder within whose jurisdiction such person 
resides by the occupier of the premises in question. The provisions 
of the thirty-first section of an Act passed in the thirteenth and 
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A.D. 1883 . fourteenth years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter sixty- 
nine, relative to the lists of persons who have not paid rates payable 
by them in respect of the occupation of premises in a borough, 
shall apply to immediate lessors or owners of any such premises as 
aforesaid, when such immediate lessors or owners are primarily 6 
liable to pay the poor rates assessed on such premises, and when 
any rate due thereout on the first day of January is unpaid on 
the first day of July in any year ; and such lists shall also set forth 
the names of the inhabitant occupiers of such premises. 


Franchise 8. The franchise conferred by this Act shall be in addition to, 10 
conferred by and not in substitution for, any existing franchise, but so that no 


this Act to 
be in ad- 
dition to 
existing 
franchise. 


person shall he entitled to vote in the same borough in respect of 
more than one qualification ; and, subject to the provisions of this 
Act, all laws, customs, and enactments now in force conferring any 
right to vote or otherwise relating to the representation of the 15 
people in Ireland, and the registration of persons entitled to vote, 
shall remain in full force, and shall apply, with the necessary 
modifications and as nearly as circumstances admit, to any person 
hereby authorised to vote and to the franchise hereby conferred. 
Such of the provisions of the Act of the thirteenth and fourteenth 20 


years of the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter sixty -nine, or any 
Act or Acts amending the same, as relate to or affect tlio franchise 
conferred by the fifth section of the said Act, or the registration of 
voters upon whom such franchise is conferred, shall apply to the 
franchise conferred by tlic first section of this Act, and shall, with 25 
the necessary modifications and as nearly as circumstances will 


admit, be read and construed as if in terms made applicable to 
the same. All precepts, instruments, proceedings, lists, and notices 
relating to the registration of voters in boroughs shall he framed, 
expressed, and taken in such manner and form as may he necessary 30 
for carrying tho provisions of this Act into effect. 


Special lists 9. 3?or the purpose of enabling persons entitled to the franchise 
cour^of re? ^ or ^ me under this Act to be placed on the register of 

vision for the voters which shall he in force for the year one thousand eight 
year 1883 . hundred and eighty-four, lists of voters shall be prepared, and 35 
courts of revision shall he held in the manner herein-aftcr prescribed ; 
that is to say, 

(1.) The clerk of every poor law union comprising witliin it the 
whole or any part of any borough shall, on or before the first 
day of October one thousand eight hundred and eighty -three, 4G 
make out and transmit to the town clerk of each such borough 
a list (in this section referred to as the special list) of all 
persons not included in the list of rated occupiers prepared and 
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transmitted by sucli clerk of union to suck town clerk for the A.D. 1883. 
year one tkousand eight kundred and eighty-three on or before 
the eigkth day of July in that year, pursuant to tke thirty- 
second section of tke Act of the thirteenth and fourteenth 
5 years of Her present Majesty, chapter sixty-nine, (kcrein-after 
in this section referred to as “the said Act,”) but who by 
virtue of the provisions of this Act would have been included 
in such list had this Act been in force at the time when the same 
was so prepared and transmitted as aforesaid. Such special 
10 list shall, with reference to the persons included in it, be in the 
same form as, and contain the same particulars as are contained 
in, the list transmitted annually pursuant to the provisions of 
the thirty-second section of the said Act, and shall be signed 
and verified in the same manner. 

15 (2.) The said town clerk shall, on or before the tenth day of October 

one thousand eight hundred and, eighty-three, sign and publish 
such special list in manner provided by, and containing such 
particulars as are prescribed in, the thirty-third section of the 
said Act with reference to the lists referred to therein, having 
20 first added the word “ objected ” or“ dead ” before the name of 
any person included therein, and who he has reasonable cause 
to believe is not entitled to have his name contained therein. 

(3.) Every person not included in the said special list, and who 
shall claim to be included in the same, and every person desirous 
25 of being registered in respect of a qualification different from, 
that mentioned in the same, shall , on or before the twenty-third 
day of October one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three , 
give or cause to be given to the said town clerk a notice 
according to the form (Number 2) contained in the schedule to 
30 this Act, or to the like effect ; and the said town clerk shall 
prepare a list of all persons so claiming, in like manner as 
prescribed by tlie thirty-fourth section of the said Act, and 
such list shall contain such particulars as are prescribed in the 
said section, and shall on or before the thirty-first day of October 
35 one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three be signed and 
published by the said town clerk in manner prescribed 
therein. 

(4.) Objection to any person included in the said special list may 
be made in manner prescribed by the said Act by any person 
40 entitled by the said Act to make same ; but the notice of such 
objection to the town clerk, and to the person objected to, must 
be given on or before the tenth day of November one thousand 
eight hundred and eighty-three . The said town clerk shall, on 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton I zibrary Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



6 


Borough Franchise {Ireland) {No. 2). [46 Vict.] 

A.D. 1883. or before tlie fourteenth day of November one thousand eight 
hundred and eighty -three, prepare and publish a list of the 
persons objected to as aforesaid; and the provisions of the 
thirty-seventh section of the said Act shall, with tlie necessary 
modifications, apply to the preparation and publication of the 5 
said list. 

(5.) The said town clerk shall, on or before the seventeenth day of 
November one thousand eight hundred and eighty-three , 
deliver to the clerk of the peace of or acting in or for such 
borough, copies of tlie said special list, and of the said list of 10 
claimants, and of the said list of persons objected to respectively, 
signed by him. 

(6.) The county court judge or other person or persons whose 
duty it is to revise the list of voters for any borough for which 
a special list of voters has been prepared under this section, 15 
shall hold a special court of revision on some day prior to the 
twentieth day of December one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty -three, of which not less than ten days notice shall be 
given, and shall then and there proceed to revise the said 
special list in the same manner as lists are revised at ordinary 20 
courts of revision. The said special list when so revised shall 
be signed by the chairman or other person or persons authorised 
to revise the same, and shall be handed by him or them to the 
clerk of the peace of or acting in or for such borough, who shall 
forthwith cause the same to be printed in manner prescribed by 25 
the sixty -fourth section of the said Act, and shall, on or before 
the thirty first day of December one thousand eight hundred and 
eighty-three , sign and deliver the same to the returning officer 
of the said borough, to be by him and his successors safely 
kept. Such list shall be called the special list of voters, and 30 
all persons whose names appear on such list shall be entitled 
to vote at any election thereafter taking place in the same 
manner and during the same period as if their names had 
appeared upon the list of voters revised at the last preceding 
ordinary court of revision held for such borough. All the 35 
proceedings at such special court of revision shall he conducted 
in the same manner in all respects, and be subject to the same 
rules in respect of appeal and otherwise, as are provided by the 
statutes now in force in respect of the ordinary registration of 
voters for any borough. 40 

(7.) Byway of remuneration for the additional duties imposed 
by this Act in the year one thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
three, there shall he paid to the clerks of the peace, town 
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clerks, and clerks of unions by whom such additional duties a.D. 1883 . 
shall be discharged, such sums respectively as the county — 
court judge or other person or persons revising the said special 
lists in respect of which such additional duties shall have been 
5 performed shall award and certify, and all such simis shall be 
paid by the Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury out of 
moneys to be provided by Barliament. 

10. The term “borough” shall in this Act be construed to Interpreta- 
mean any city, town, or borough entitled to return a member or tionofterms ' 

10 members to serve in Parliament. 

The words “ dwelling-house, counting-house, warehouse, shop, 

“ or other building,” shall be construed to mean any dwelling- 
house, counting-house, warehouse, shop, or other building separately- 
rated to the relief of the poor, and include any part of a house 

15 occupied separately and separately rated to the relief of the 
poor. 

11. This Act, so far as is consistent with the tenor thereof, and Construction 
the Representation of the People (Ireland) Act, 1868, and the said of Act - 
Act of the thirteenth and fourteenth years of the reign of Her 

20 present Majesty, chapter sixty-nine, shall be read together as one 
Act. 


[115.] 
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A.D. 1083. 


SCHEDULE. 


[Form No. 1.] 

Form of Notice that llates are in arrear , zohere immediate Lessor 
or Owner is liable. 

To A.JB. 5 

City [or borough] of 

Take notice that you will not be entitled to have your name 
inserted in the list of voters for this city [or borough], now about 
to be made, in respect of the premises in Street in your 

occupation, unless, on or before the first day of July next, all io 
poor rates, not more than two years due, and which became 
payable out of said premises during your actual occupation of same 
previously to the first day of January last, are paid. 

Dated this day of 18 . 

C.JD., 15 

Clerk or collector, or other person 
having authority to give the notice. 


[Form No. 2.] 


Form of Claim to be included in Special Voters List for 1883. 

Sie, 20 

I hereby claim to have my name inserted on the special 
list of voters for the [city, town, or borough] of for 

the year 1884. 

I do so as having on the first day of July last, and for twelve 
months previously, occupied a [describe premises] in [ specifying 25 
number and street , Sfc.] in said [city, town, or borough]. 

A.B.y 


To the Town Clerk of 


of [residence]. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library' '.Digitisation Unit 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



